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WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL & HEAD OF JUNIOR PRIMARY
Welcome to Kindergarten at Grace Christian School.
Starting school is an exciting time; the beginnings of independence, the joy of discovery, the
establishment of new boundaries, and the meeting of new people. We understand this can be an
overwhelming experience for children and parents alike, and we would like to reassure you that we
are committed to providing a loving, nurturing and safe environment for your child.
We pray that this booklet will assist you and your child in making an informed and positive start to the
wonderful experience that is Kindergarten at Grace Christian School.
As continuity between home and school is very important to us, we are looking forward to getting to
know you and your child this year. We want children to see teachers and parents as partners in their
education. We aim to build a relationship with each child and their family, and encourage parents to
be involved in the schooling program.
Educationalists and Developmental Psychologists tell us that the most appropriate way for children to
learn at this stage, is through play. This means both structured activities and unstructured time within
their learning environment. A child’s play is their ‘work’. It is a major way that they make sense of the
world in which they live.
Throughout the year in Kindergarten, your child will further develop language skills, mathematical concepts, social skills, fine and gross motor skills and biblical understanding.
This is a wonderful time in the life of your child. We trust your time with us will be fun and full of great
memories.
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DAY-TO-DAY PROGRAM
Kindergarten Session Times
8.40am – 2.50pm
When the doors open, we invite you to come inside and do puzzles or another quiet activity with your
child. When the bell rings, that is the time for you to say goodbye to your child.
They are to be collected by an adult each afternoon. Children are to be supervised at all times outside
school hours. Please notify the staff either in person or via the school diary if someone other than yourself is picking up your child.

Attendance
In Kindergarten your child will attend three (3) days per week: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
Please be aware that some children may get tired as they adjust to the new routine. Please see us if
you are concerned.

Recess and Lunch Times
Children are required to bring along recess and lunch each day. As part of our health program, we
encourage healthy and nutritious eating.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
What to wear
The uniform for Kindergarten needs to be purchased from the Uniform Shop, and consists of:

¨

Early Childhood Polo shirt (Navy) with school logo, denim shorts (knee length) with elastic waist,
wide brimmed navy hat with school logo, suitable footwear; this may include sandals or joggers
with velcro straps.

Please note: At Grace Christian School we uphold the ‘no hat, no play’ policy for all children in the
Primary School. If your child does not bring a school hat to school they will be asked to play on the
verandah.
Important: Please label all personal belongings. Order forms for naming labels are available through
the uniform shop and front office reception desk. Naming should be done with indelible ink – full names
only (no initials please) or using iron-on, sew-on or stick on labels.

Unisex Navy Polo with Logo

Unisex Stretch Denim Shorts with logo

Unisex White Under Shirt (optional)

Unisex Track Top with Logo

Unisex Stretch Denim Jeans with logo

Sandals or Joggers (velcro)

Spare clothing
Please ensure that your child has a set of spare clothes in their bag and that they are appropriate for
the season. It may be necessary to change during the day if your child has a toileting accident or gets
wet from water play͘

Toileting
In the school setting it is important that children can toilet independently. This means they need to
remove shorts/pants/underwear, wipe themselves, re-dress, flush and wash and dry their hands.

COMMUNICATION
We understand the importance of open communication. To assist in this area:
¨

Each child will be issued with a diary to allow communication between home and school.

¨

A whiteboard is located outside the classroom, that will keep you informed of classroom events or
for teachers to give out important reminders.

¨

Email: During the year you will receive emails from the teacher. This is also another option for you to
communicate with the class teacher.

¨

Our fortnightly newsletter, Grace Notices, and any other information is frequently sent home via
email from the school office. Please let the office know your current email address if you have one.

¨

The Skoolbag App is used for reminder and parent communications such as absentee notes. You
can download this free app from the App Store or Google Play Store.

¨

Our school’s website www.grace.wa.edu.au is also a portal for you to keep up to date with
upcoming events and other school happenings.

¨

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @gracechristianschoolwa to keep you up to date with what is
happening around the school community.

Parent Interviews
We encourage parents to have parent interviews throughout the year. It is a great way to hear about
how your child is progressing in their learning. If you have any concerns with how your child is going at
school, please make a time to discuss this with the teacher.

Communication / Concerns
We encourage parents to speak directly to their child’s teacher with any concerns.
If you have a concern or query which requires further assistance, the order of approach is as follows:

1. Speak to your child’s teacher.
2. Speak to the Head of Junior School.
3. Request an appointment with the Principal.
4. Write to the School Board.

STUDENT LEARNING
Learning and teaching programs in the Early Childhood Centre are built around knowledge about
children’s development guided by “The Early Years Learning Framework” for Australia. They are
purposeful and appropriate to the child’s current thinking, and build on their interests and knowledge.

TAC Testing (Teacher Assessment in Communication)
At the beginning of the Kindergarten year, the teacher will be assessing all children using the TAC
assessment. This test looks at the children’s fine motor skills, gross motor skills and language skills.
If your child’s teacher is concerned about any aspect of your child’s development they will discuss
these concerns with you. If extra help is needed then your child may be referred to Hudson Road
Community Health Centre.

Portfolios
Individual portfolios will be sent home at the end of every term. This is one of the ways that we report to
parents. Please spend some quality time with your child discussing their achievements, as a lot of hard
work has gone into each piece of work.

Reports
Kindergarten students will receive their formal report at the end of each year.

BEING INVOLVED
Parent Roster
We welcome parents to come in and be involved in the classroom. Being on parent roster allows you
to observe your child in their learning environment. It is a special time for you and your child and we
trust that you will enjoy your time in the class. If you would like to be involved, please place your name
on the parent roster. We would love one parent on each day if possible.
Siblings are welcome but we ask that you are responsible for them. Remember to sign yourself in at
the front office.

Helping Out
Our ‘Schoolyard Blitz’ is held twice a year with information being sent to parents prior to the event.
Volunteers are always welcome to be part of school life and we would love you to be part of our
enthusiastic volunteer base. More information about volunteering can be found in the school
Welcome Pack.

GOOD TO KNOW
Quiet Time
Each class will participate in a quiet time after lunch each day. This will differ in each class and will also
be dependent on the needs of the children. Your child is required to bring in a small cushion that will
stay at school for the year.

Birthdays
We love to celebrate birthdays at school. On this special occasion, you might like to send along some
small cupcakes so your child can share his or her birthday with friends. N.B. If your child has an allergy
you may want to provide a small treat as an alternative. Please see your child’s teacher for more
details.

Sickness
During the year your child may have times where they are unable to come to school due to illness. We
ask, that if they are unwell, they stay at home to rest until they are fully recovered. This helps stop cross
infection.

Please ensure that you check regularly for head lice and inform us if your child has them.
Your child, at this stage, should be up to date with their immunisations. Please provide Student Services
with all current records and keep them up to date with any changes.
If your child develops a medical condition during the year, it is imperative that you inform Student
Services.
All absences should be reported to the school by telephone or email: absentees@grace.wa.edu.au

SCHOOL MAP

Kindergarten Rooms

FAQs
May I stay with my child for a while to help them settle in?
By all means, if that’s what you and your child will feel comfortable doing. The beginning of Kindergarten
can be an emotional time for all involved, so it is important for everyone to feel as comfortable and
positive about the experience as possible.
Children feel more secure and trusting when they can predict what is going to happen i.e. Mum is
leaving now and will be back at the end of school. Sneaking off when your child is not looking does not
build trust, but rather a false sense of security and only makes it more difficult later when they realise you
aren’t there.
If your child is becoming too upset and unable to calm down, we will ring you. However, in most circumstances we can calm a child down and they are usually smiling and playing happily by the time you’ve
driven down the road. If you are finding the separation difficult, come and talk about it and we can try to
work out helpful strategies for a smoother transition.
Why doesn’t my child want to come to Kindergarten/Pre-Primary anymore, when they loved it in the
beginning?
This is a common reaction and quite normal. Common excuses from children are “nobody will play with
me” and “I haven’t got any friends” - this gets lots of emotional reaction from parents! Usually the reason
is that the novelty of school has worn off and the child realises they don’t have a choice about coming
to school. If you are concerned about your child’s unwillingness to attend, please come and speak to
their teacher about it.
What if I am late?
Should you be running late to school, you are required to report to Student Services in the Administration
Office before proceeding to the classroom. A late note will be issued for you to take to the class
teacher.
If I work, how do I manage drop off and pick-up?

If I am unable to stay with my child until the classroom doors open, here are some options:
·

Utilise the services of Camp Australia.

·

Make arrangements with a friend to stay with your child until the classroom opens.

Can my child bring a toy from home?
Our general rule is no, because toys get broken, lost and fought over. Sometimes toys miraculously
appear at school. In these situations the toy will remain in the school bag and the child will not be
allowed to play with it.

My child needs medication; can they be given it at school?
Yes, however your child is NOT to self-medicate.
If it is necessary for your child to have medicine during school hours the medication must be
administered by a Teacher or Educational Assistant. The teacher needs written permission from the
parent along with other information regarding dosage etc. To make things easier a medical form for
parents to sign and fill out which covers all the necessary information, is available through your child’s
teacher.
What is the procedure if my child needs to leave school early?
If you need to collect your child during school hours, for whatever reason (sickness, appointments etc.)
you will need to go to Student Services at the school office to sign your child out before being able to
take them with you. It is school policy to do this for duty of care reasons.

Why so much play?
At Grace Christian School we value play. Play is a natural way of learning making it vital for a child’s
development. It works as a learning tool because:
·

Play involves free choice activities that are non-literal,
self-motivated, and enjoyable and process orientated.

·

When children are engaged in play they enjoy it and it
is self-directed. They don’t play for a reward; they play
because they enjoy it.

·

Play helps children make sense of, and internalize information. This is critical to concept development (social,
emotional, moral and intellectual).

·

Play provides the flexibility for children to experiment,
grow and discover without the pressure of failure or
evaluation.

·

Play is age appropriate.

OUR MOTTO
“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the
counsel of the wicked,
Or stand in the way of sinners,
Or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
And on His law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
Which yields its fruit in season,
And whose leaf does not wither.

Whatever he does prospers.”
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