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The ATAR Program is carried out five days a week at the Grace ChrisƟan School campus, where students:  
· choose five ATAR courses, of which one MUST be English. 
· will parƟcipate in Bible and ChrisƟan Living. 
· parƟcipate in an elecƟve or private study. 
 

Courses should: 
· be chosen to reflect a student’s God-given interests and abiliƟes; 
· facilitate future ambiƟons in educaƟon and employment, including prerequisites for university studies; 
· provide you with a high degree of adaptability in an ever-changing world of work; 
· take into consideraƟon feedback from Year 10 teachers; and 
· be a result of proven academic performance in Year 10. 

 
One requirement of the WACE is a broad and balanced educaƟon. To ensure this, students must complete at 
least one subject from each of the following two lists: 
 

Study via SIDE 
 
Courses of study at Grace ChrisƟan School can be supplemented by those offered via the School of Isolated and    
Distance EducaƟon (SIDE). There is an associated cost of $2000 per year to access these courses. Although every 
effort is made to facilitate the delivery of face to face sessions with SIDE lecturers, this is not always possible.  
 
Courses of study through SIDE are taken via distance learning, with students:  

· interacƟng 1—2 Ɵmes a week with lecturers and peers, during 40 minute online portal sessions; 
· conƟnuing their studies independently in Ɵmetabled SIDE lessons; and 
· carrying out tests/assessments under guidance of a SIDE supervisor at Grace ChrisƟan School.  
 

This method of study requires independent learning and self-moƟvaƟon to ensure wise use of Ɵme and       
maintenance of effort. Whilst these courses of study are usually chosen for personal interest and career direcƟon, 
meaning moƟvaƟon is not usually an issue, students should consider carefully whether they are the kind of    
learner that can self-manage their studies at this point in their educaƟon.  
 
CondiƟons apply and confirmaƟon of student course selecƟon must be made by the Deputy Principal (Secondary). 

List A List B 

ECO Economics 
HEA Health Studies 
MPA Media ProducƟon and Analysis 

PAL PoliƟcs and Law 
 

ACF AccounƟng and Finance 
AIT Applied InformaƟon Technology 
BIO Biology 

CSC Computer Science 

PSY Psychology 
MAS MathemaƟcs Specialist 

List A 

(Arts/Languages/Social Science) 
List B 

(MathemaƟcs/Science/Technology) 

ENG English (COMPULSORY) 
GEO Geography 
HIM Modern History  

CHE Chemistry 
HBS Human Biological Science 
PHY Physics 
MAA MathemaƟcs ApplicaƟons 
MAM MathemaƟcs Methods 

C « Ê Ê Ý ® Ä ¦  ATA R  CÊ ç ÙÝ �Ý  
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Line 1 Line 2 Line 3 Line 4 Line 5 

English Math Methods Physics Chemistry Geography 

 Math ApplicaƟons Human Biology Modern History Math ApplicaƟons 

□ ECU Uniprep (Year 12 Only & dependent on numbers)  

□ SIS20419 CerƟficate II in Outdoor EducaƟon  combined with SIS30115 CerƟficate III in Sport, AquaƟcs and  
           RecreaƟon (Delivered in partnership with IVET RTO 40548) 

□ BSB30120 CerƟficate III in Business  (Delivered in partnership with Skills Strategies RTO 2401) 

□ CUA30920 CerƟficate III in Music (Delivered in partnership with COSAMP RTO 41459) 

□ CUA31120 CerƟficate III in Visual Art (Delivered in partnership with Skills Strategies RTO 2401) 

□ Materials and Design (Metal and Wood) & Private Study 

□ Food Technology & Private Study 

□ Materials and Design (Metal and Wood) & Food Technology 

□ Private Study 

1. Choose 5 Subjects from the following lines: 
    (1 per line) 

Subject and ElecƟve details can be located on the Grace ChrisƟan School Careers website.  
Access to these details is outlined on page 11 of the Senior Secondary Handbook.  

2.  Choose one elecƟve 

ATA R  P ÙÊ ¦ Ù� Ã  

All students will engage in Bible and ChrisƟan Living and an ElecƟve Subject 
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Changing Courses 

Course selecƟons can be altered on discussion with the Careers Adviser, teachers and Deputy Principal 
(Secondary). Parent permission must be given and changes would have to fit the Ɵmetable grid. It is advisable to 
make any changes before the end of Week 5 in Term 1.  

It is possible to alter your subject selecƟon for Year 12 but changes would need to have a sound educaƟonal basis 
and are oŌen impossible due to Ɵmetable clashes or a need for prerequisite knowledge. Content covered in Year 
11 is examinable in Year 12.  

It is possible to change from ATAR to VET between Year 11 and Year 12. This must be discussed with the Careers 
Adviser, teachers and Deputy Principal (Secondary) and have a sound educaƟonal basis. A change part way through 
the year into the VET program is oŌen not possible, due to the applicaƟon process for VET courses. 

 
VocaƟonal QualificaƟons  

VocaƟonal qualificaƟons, completed as a part of school studies, do not contribute towards the ATAR but can assist 
in achieving the WACE.  These qualificaƟons are supplementary to an ATAR course and parƟcipaƟon would be     
dependent on how many ATAR subjects are selected. 

Note: A naƟonal qualificaƟon will only be aƩained if a student completes all units and requirements saƟsfactorily.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

QualificaƟons currently offered by the school to ATAR students are: 

  

· CerƟficate III in ChrisƟan Ministry and Theology via Vision College (RTO 90862) 

· SIS20419 CerƟficate II in Outdoor RecreaƟon combined with SIS30115 CerƟficate III in Sport, AquaƟcs 

and RecreaƟon via IVET (RTO 40548) 

· CUA30920 CerƟficate III in Music via COSAMP (RTO 41459) 

· CUA31120 CerƟficate III in Visual Art via Skills Strategies (RTO 2401) 

· BSB30120 CerƟficate III in Business via Skills Strategies (RTO 2401) 

QualificaƟon Level Year 11 Equivalence Year 12 Equivalence 

CerƟficate II 2 C Grades 2 C Grades 

CerƟficate III 2 C Grades 4 C Grades 

Endorsed Units 

Students can enter programs offered by the school or external agencies where they obtain a set of skills, including 
Work Place Learning, Senior First Aid, Skipper’s Ticket, etc. These courses do not contribute to a student’s ATAR, 
but can contribute up to 4 C grade equivalencies towards compleƟon of the WACE.  

VocaƟonal and Endorsed units can only contribute a maximum of 8 units towards the compleƟon of the WACE. 
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ATAR Courses of study:   

· are designed by SCSA and introduced in Year 11 with progression to higher units in Year 12; 

· contain content that builds on the previous year’s learning, increasing in depth and complexity of study;    

· consist of semester length units (a full year of History is equal to 2 units of work); 

· are assessed internally through tasks, tests and school examinaƟons in Year 11;  

· are assessed at the end of Year 12 with external examinaƟons worth 50% of a course’s grade for the year.  
 
External ATAR ExaminaƟons 

ATAR examinaƟons commence a couple of weeks aŌer Year 12 students leave school. It is up to students to check 
scheduled dates and Ɵmes for examinaƟons. The examinaƟon period is fairly similar from year to year.  

The pracƟcal WACE examinaƟons are generally scheduled for late September- mid October each year. 

The wriƩen WACE examinaƟon dates for 2026 and 2027 will be:  
 

2026                Monday, 2 November – Friday, 20 November 

2027                Monday, 1 November – Friday, 19 November 

U Ä ® ò � Ù Ý ® ã ù  E Ä ã Ù� Ä � �  � Ä �  ã « �  ATA R  

If you know which area of study you wish to pursue aŌer Year 12, visit the TerƟary InsƟtuƟons Service Centre at 
www.Ɵsc.edu.au to access University Admissions and Admissions Requirements for School Leavers. This will give 
current, detailed informaƟon on the entrance requirements for the four major universiƟes in WA. 

If you do not know which university course you wish to undertake aŌer Year 12, you should select courses in Year 
11 and 12 which allow for a balanced and well-rounded educaƟon.  

Requirements for each of the five major universiƟes differ slightly, but all students must: 

· achieve their WACE; 

· be offered a place in a university course based on an acceptable ATAR being obtained 

· Obtain a scaled score of 50% or above in any prerequisite subjects; and   

· Meet the English requirements of the given university. 

What is an ATAR? 

An ATAR is a ranking between zero and 99.95 indicaƟng a student’s relaƟve posiƟon compared to all other WA 
Year 12 students in that year.  

When calculaƟng a student’s ATAR, their top four scaled subject scores are used to generate a TEA. This is then 
compared to all other students in WA to generate an ATAR.  

An ATAR of 80 indicates that the student has an overall ranking equal to or above 80% of Year 12 students that 
qualified for an ATAR.  

Required ATAR scores for each university can be located via the TISC website www.Ɵsc.edu.au or in the 2025 TISC 
Guide.   
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ModeraƟon and Scaling 

50% of a student’s overall score in a course of study in Year 12 is generated by their school-based assessments and 
50% from their WACE examinaƟon.  

In moderaƟon, a mathemaƟcal process is used to fairly balance scores given by different schools by comparing  
examinaƟon scores with school assessment scores.  

In scaling, another mathemaƟcal model is used to compare examinaƟon scores of different courses of study. To 
minimise the effect of moderaƟon and scaling, students should: 

· aim to achieve consistent results in all forms of  assessment across the year; 

· perform as well as, or beƩer in their WACE examinaƟon as they have in their school assessments; 

· select courses based on the advice given by teachers and school administrators, where they are more likely 
to enjoy success given their capabiliƟes.  

 
English Requirements 

For university admission purposes, usually you demonstrate competence in English by achieving a scaled score of 
50% or above in English ATAR. There are different concessions for each university and these can be seen below.  

Concessions 

· CurƟn: Achieve a moderated score of 55% in school assessment or the external examinaƟon; or a final 
school leƩer grade of C in Year 12 for English ATAR.    

· ECU: Achieve a final school leƩer grade of C in Year 12 for English ATAR.    

· Murdoch: Must complete Year 11 and 12 at an Australian school. 

· Notre Dame: Must complete Year 11 and 12 at an Australian school. 

· UWA: Achieve a final school leƩer grade of C in Year 12 for English ATAR.    

Specific courses can have addiƟonal English standards due to accreditaƟon requirements. 
If you fail to meet these requirements you can demonstrate English competency by siƫng the WriƩen English 
component of the Special TerƟary Admissions Test (STAT). UWA requires students to also sit the MulƟple Choice 
secƟon of this test.  
 

Regional ATAR bonuses 

Grace ChrisƟan School is classed as a regional school. Murdoch, CurƟn and ECU all award regional students that 
achieve ATAR scores of 60 – 69.95 a bonus of up to 10 points bringing a student’s ATAR up to 70. At Murdoch, stu-
dents who achieve an ATAR score over 70 receive a bonus of 5 for each category they meet in the RISE (Regional, 
Indigenous, Socio-Economic) Program (to a maximum of 10 points) up to an ATAR of 90. At ECU, Students who 
achieve an ATAR score of 70 or above are awarded a bonus of 5 points up to an ATAR of 90. CurƟn is similar, but 
the 5 bonus points are awarded up to the top of the ATAR scale of 99.95. UWA awards those with an ATAR of 70 – 
79.95 up to 10 bonus points to provide them an ATAR of 80. Those with an ATAR of 80 and above are then award-
ed 5 bonus points up to the top of the ATAR scale of 99.95. 

 

CorrelaƟon between School Grades and an ATAR 
The graph on the next page shows the number of available courses at WA universiƟes, the ATAR required to enter 
these courses and the average grade required over a student’s four top subjects to achieve this ATAR.  
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ATAR Cut-Offs for Specific Courses 

Specific informaƟon should be obtained directly from the TISC website hƩp://www.Ɵsc.edu.au/staƟc/staƟsƟcs/
cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.Ɵsc or the university’s online services.  

Please note: Scores are only indicaƟve (minimum required to be considered for a place in the course) and fluctuate 
dependent on the quality of applicants for that year’s intake. 

University of Notre Dame  

Whilst applicaƟon to Notre dame requires registraƟon with TISC, Notre Dame uses a comprehensive, personalised 
selecƟon process based on the student’s school performance and potenƟal. It does not rely solely on the ATAR and 
admission requires a wriƩen applicaƟon (available from the university), an interview, and successful compleƟon of 
Year 12. 

University PreparaƟon Courses (UPC) 

These courses are free of charge and offered by ECU, CurƟn and Murdoch. They are open to school leavers who 
have not met the requirements for direct entrance to the course of their choice. These courses are designed to 
prepare students for university study with an emphasis on the student becoming an independent learner.  Infor-
maƟon on entry requirements for these courses vary between insƟtuƟons and independent advice should be 
sought from their ‘Future Students’ enquiry team.  
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LocaƟon: South Regional TAFE (Robertson Drive) or Job South West, Level 1, LoƩeries House (Victoria St, Bunbury) 
E-mail: bunburyjsc@srtafe.wa.edu.au  
Telephone: 08 6371 3007 
 

TA F E  
InformaƟon about TAFE courses can be obtained from the WA Training InformaƟon Centre or TAFE Colleges. There 
are a number of TAFE campuses in the Metropolitan area and some country areas. 
 

Course InformaƟon  www.dtwd.wa.gov.au     

South Regional TAFE 6371 3000  www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au   

North Metropolitan TAFE 1300 300 822 www.northmetrotafe.wa.edu.au   

South Metropolitan TAFE 1800 001 001 www.southmetrotafe.wa.edu.au  

Central Regional TAFE 1800 672 700 www.centralregionaltafe.wa.edu.au  

North Regional TAFE 1300 996 573 www.northregionaltafe.wa.edu.au  

T� Ùã ® � Ùù  I Ä Ý ã ® ã ç ã ® Ê Ä Ý  ( CÊ Ä ã�� ã  � � ã� ® ½ Ý )  
TerƟary InsƟtuƟons Service Centre Website: www.Ɵsc.edu.au 

The school liaison officers at terƟary insƟtuƟons can give you informaƟon on the various courses available at each 
insƟtuƟon. 

CurƟn University 9266 7805 www.curƟn.edu.au   

Edith Cowan University 6304 0000 www.ecu.edu.au    

Murdoch University 1300 687 3624 www.murdoch.edu.au  

University of Western Australia 1800 653 050 www.uwa.edu.au  

University of Notre Dame Australia 9433 0537 www.nd.edu.au  

C � Ù � � Ù  I Ä ¥Ê Ù Ã �ã ® Ê Ä  -  M � ¹ Ê Ù  J Ê �  R � Ý � � Ù� «  Ý ® ã � Ý  
www.gooduniversiƟesguide.com.au hƩps://www.jobsandskills.gov.au/data/occupaƟon-and-industry-profiles 

www.myfuture.edu.au  

U Ä ® ò � ÙÝ ® ã ù  CÊ ç ÙÝ �  E Ä ã Ùù  S �Ê Ù �  I Ä ¥Ê Ù Ã �ã ® Ê Ä  
www.Ɵsc.edu.au  
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Month AcƟvity Checklist 

April ¾ AƩend Combined UniversiƟes Visit  

  

May 
¾ AƩend South West Careers Expo (Wednesday 7 May) 

¾ Parent/Student meeƟng with Mr Knauf & Mr Woods 

  

June 
¾ Expressions of interest due for Senior Secondary Program (Wednesday 25 June) 

¾ Carry out Work Experience Week 11, Term 2  - Monday, 30 June — Friday 4 July 
 

August ¾ Offers made for Senior Secondary Program 

 

 

  

September 
¾ Submission of Senior Secondary Program Contract 

      (Wednesday 10 September)  

 

 

 

Notes/QuesƟons: 
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